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Torture and Execution
Topic 1: The Ancient World

Read pgs. 88-91 and answer the following questions on a sheet of lined paper:

1.  Answer the two questions under the heading ‘Ask Yourself’.

2.  Define ‘Capital Punishment’.  What crimes do you think would warrant such a punishment?

3.  Define ‘Stoning’.
b.  Give examples from the ancient world of crimes that called for stoning.

c.  Is stoning still being practiced anywhere today?  Is this an acceptable form of punishment in your eyes?

4.  Examine the painting at the bottom of the page.  Answer the question at the bottom.

5.  What happened to those convicted of major crimes in ancient Egypt?

6.  What type of crime warranted being burned alive?  Why was this a particularly terrible way to die for an ancient Egyptian?

7.  Explain the difference between ancient Athens and ancient Sparta with regards to torture.

8.  What was the Bronze Bull?  What were the goals of this type of execution?

9.  Describe what happened to the famous philosopher Socrates.  Would his actions be considered criminal behaviour today?

10.  How did the ancient Romans treat their criminals? (give 3 examples)
11.  How did the Romans maintain military discipline?  What affect would ‘decimation’ have on the rest of the soldiers?

12.  Describe the process of death by crucifixion.  Why do you think they chose this method of execution?
13.  Answer the question about the scene from the 1968 film The Fight for Rome.
