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Review the definitions and examples of question types below.

Think of what kinds of questions you could ask using the topics we are studying in class.
 






Create questions in each of the categories related to the study of history:
	Factual
	

	Definitional
	

	Compare & Contrast
	

	Causal
	

	Decision Making
	

	Moral
	

	Speculative
	


Asking Historical Questions: Student Inquiry





a factual question will lead you to seek more information in order to descry e the events, personalities, and issues of a period in history:


 


ex. What was the order of the events and their results leading up to the fall of the    Roman Republic?





A definitional question will lead you to give the exact meaning of something, or explain or clarify an event or issue: 





ex. Which parts of the Amarna Revolution were unusual to Egyptian history?





A compare and contrast question will lead you to find the similarities and differences between events: 





ex. What were the similarities and differences between Greek and Roman religious myths?





A causal question will lead you to search for the cause of a particular event: 








ex. What events led to the establishment of the Pax Romana in Rome?





A decision-making question will lead you to explore the choices or alternatives a leader or government had before making a particular decision: 


ex. What alternatives did the Barons have when faced with the corrupt monarchy of King John?





A speculative question asks you to form a theory or consider what might have happened if a particular action was or was not taken (also known as a counter-factual question): 


ex. What might have happened if Caesar had not crossed the Rubicon River?





A moral question asks you to respond in a personal way or in a way that involves morals, values and ethics. 





ex. Should the hunting methods employed by Neanderthals be considered inhumane? 





Creating Focus Questions: The Study of History








