ON STRIKE!
- THE WINNIPEG GENERAL STRIKE, MAY-JUNE, 1919 -
What is a ‘strike’?

- Strike action (or simply a strike) is the mass refusal by groups of workers to perform work. 
What was the situation like in Canada in 1919?

· There was an increased cost of living (rent, food, utilities), but no increase in wages for most of the country
· There was an economic slump as factories re-tooled for peacetime production

· Thousands of soldiers returned to an overcrowded workforce, struggled to find work
· Unions were not allowed by many factory owners = few rights for workers
A change in thinking:
· War caused a shift in thinking – new ‘social responsibility’ to take care of others (ex. veterans, wounded, poor)
· Belief that the economy should benefit everyone – not just the owners (ideas from Russian Revolution very fresh!)

· Birth of the labour movement to organize, advocate on behalf of workers

Birth of the labour movement:

· Ideas become actions starting in Winnipeg in 1919
· Attempts to organize all workers under 1 single union – ‘The One Big Union’ - their slogan: “workers of the world unite!!!”

· Called for nationwide strikes to overthrow and take control of industries

· Government passes new laws, and Royal Northwest Mounted Police arrest strike leaders to stop the strike

· ‘Bloody Saturday’ – June 21st, 1919 violent clash between workers and special police force (2 strikers are killed)

· The Winnipeg General Strike failed at first, but the ideas would last and workers would soon see improvements
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