A Day in the Life
Mesopotamian Citizen Role-Play Activity

 Name: _________________________________________

Date: _______________________
1. Research and describe the religious observances of a Mesopotamian. (pp. 44-46)
a. Identify the key elements of Mesopotamian religious beliefs and practices.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. What were the Mesopotamian attitudes towards death and the afterlife?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read about the social organization of Mesopotamian society. (p.47) Describe the role of the following occupations in Mesopotamian society.
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3. Consider the status of women in ancient Mesopotamia. What are some of the positive and negative aspects of their lives?

	Positive
	Negative

	
	


4. How did cuneiform evolve as a form of writing throughout the history of Mesopotamia?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain the importance of art and literature in the lives of the Mesopotamian peoples.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Describe some of the contributions the Mesopotamians made in the fields of mathematics and astronomy.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Day in the Life

Mesopotamian Citizen Role-Play Activity
Now you will start to create your character.


7. Your Mesopotamian Name (something appropriate): ____________________________________
8. At which point in the Mesopotamian timeline do you live?  ____________________________________
9. What is your ethnic background? (ex. Babylonian, Assyrian?) _____________________________________
10. Where do you live? Which city? Urban or Rural? 

         _____________________________________

11. How does this impact your daily life?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What is your gender? __________________
13. What positive or negative impact does your gender have on your life?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What is your job? Of which level of the social hierarchy are you a part? 

___________________________________________________________

15. Why is your role important in society?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. What do you believe? How do your religious beliefs impact the way in which you conduct yourself each day?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. Describe some of the following aspects of your daily life;

a. Education:
________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

b. Family:
________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

c. Importance of literacy/arts:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Importance of economy:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e. Importance of science, technology, and invention:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. Is there anything else you would like to tell me about your character? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Day in the Life

Mesopotamian Citizen Role-Play Activity

19. Use all of the information you’ve researched to describe a “Day in the Life” of your Mesopotamian character. Complete two of the following options. 

a. Part 1: Create a detailed itinerary for the day. 

Part 2: Write an end of the day journal entry to reflect on your character’s activities. 

b. Create a picture of your individual and use jot notes to describe aspects of their appearance, and artifacts that they would carry with them. Try to create a historically accurate visual and use details and facts to support your visual interpretation. 

c. Write a dialogue between you and another Mesopotamian citizen from our class. Describe yourself and the events of your day in your conversation. 

	Criteria
	Level 1

50-59%
	Level 2

60-69%
	Level 3

70-79%
	Level 4

80-100%

	Communicates ideas and content clearly and accurately

             /20  Comm


	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Frequently
	Consistently

	Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of historical content

                  /10  K/U


	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Frequently
	Consistently

	Creates detailed and insightful connections between content and character

                    /10  T/I


	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Frequently
	Consistently


Comments:


























/40
Priest ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Farmer ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Scribe ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Merchant ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








