Note-Taking Questions

Unit 2 – Mesopotamia: Cradle of Civilization

Please answer the following questions in your notebooks. The space provided is insufficient to answer these questions with the depth required. These questions should guide your note-taking practices for this chapter. 

CHAPTER 2: Mesopotamia: The Cradle of Civilization
1. Complete the chart ‘Mesopotamia’s 4 Main Peoples’ to outline the major achievements of each of the following: the Sumerians, Babylonians, Assyrians, and Chaldeans. 
2. a) What factors contributed to the military strength of the Assyrians?

b) Why did the Assyrian empire collapse? Which reason do you consider the most significant?   

     Explain. 

3. a) Suggest why Mesopotamia was invaded by so many different groups throughout its history. 

b) How do you think these invasions affected the development of Mesopotamian culture? Outline both positive and negative effects. 

4. How did government evolve in ancient Sumeria?  Be sure to include the terms lugal, and theocracy in your answer.
CHAPTER 3: Mesopotamia: Society and Culture
1.  Define the following terms: anthropomorphic, polytheistic, epic, cuneiform, mosaic, relief
2.  Answer the three (3) questions on page 45 under the Then and Now section about Temple-Towers. (They are in the first paragraph)

3.  Copy the social pyramid diagram on pg.47 – give a brief description of each class of society.

4.  Consider the status of women in ancient Mesopotamia.  What are some of the positive and negative aspects of their lives?

5.  Refer to your Mesopotamian Map activity.  Using the information about trade on pgs. 52-53, sketch the Sumerian and Babylonian trade routes, labeling the products they exchanged with different countries. 
