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You are a Canadian soldier (or nurse) fighting in the trenches (or treating the wounded) on the western Front during WWI.  You are a long way from home; perhaps for the first time.  Your assignment is to write a historically authentic letter home.    Writing letters was the main form of communication during the war and many soldiers believed that mail delivery was far more important than other material.  The letter should use facts to help create a vivid image of what the war experience was like.  It should also aim to illustrate the effects of new technology on the way war was fought.  Finally, it should have a personal feel, reflective of a letter written during wartime.  Length should be approximately one-page but, write what you feel is necessary!
OUT OF:             /32 MARKS                                                             Due Date:____________________

Knowledge & Understanding: (8 Marks)
The fact base of your letter must include the following:

· One major battle (Canadians were involved in)

· One new type of weaponry

· Life in the trenches

· Conditions in the trenches
· Comments on the diet of a Soldier.

· Key person (e.g. name of a commander, war hero, etc)

* be sure that your factual data is appropriate and accurate for the date that you choose to write on

thinking & inquiry: (8 Marks)
The letter must also include:

· What you thought of the war before your began fighting and since
· A description of your feelings and emotions based on your “experiences”

· An explanation of how new technology has effected your life

· Your reasons for enlisting 

Communication: (8 Marks)
· The letter MUST be hand written and should use proper paragraphs

· Aim to move towards a more sophisticated vocabulary & use of complex sentence structure

· Be sure to proofread carefully for spelling and grammatical errors

Application: (8 marks)
· Your work should be written in a letter style (which would include elements like a date, who the letter is written to and signature at the end)

· Be sure to include some of the vocabulary terms that you have learned.

· Try to give your letter a personal feel

PROCESS:

1. Be sure you have read this entire sheet carefully.

2. Use your class notes, handouts provided, scrapbooks, your texts and reputable internet sites to gather data to assist you in completing this assignment.  Start by making rough notes on the information you will need to create your letter.  Remember to provide details and examples in your note taking.

3. Once note taking is complete, start your rough draft.  Proofread, revise and polish

4. Highlight all facts on your rough draft to ensure you have covered the required elements.  Next, in another colour, highlight the parts of your letter where you have described your feelings on war, your emotions and the effect of technology on your fighting experience.

5. Finally, complete your good copy.

Here are a few websites that may be useful:

· www.vac-acc.gc.ca/general/
· http://www.archives.ca/05/0518_e.html
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/3d/trench.shtml
· http://www.worldwar1.com/reflib.htm
· http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWtrench.htm
· http://firstworldwar.com
WWI Letter From the Trenches Rubric
	
	Level 4

80-100%
	Level 3

70-79%
	Level2

60-69%
	Level1

59% & below

	Historical Details

(K/U)

/8


	· Facts selected are accurate, highly relevant and selected from an excellent variety of sources 

· Facts selected and content of letter are rich in powerful detail, thus creating a vivid picture of a WWI experience
	· Facts selected are accurate, relevant and selected from a good variety of sources 

· Facts selected and content of letter contain detail that helps to create a good picture of a WWI experience
	· Evidence of some attempt to select accurate, relevant historical details from a variety of sources

· Facts selected and content of letter contain some detail that helps to create a picture of a WWI experience
	· More attention to selection of accurate, relevant & significant facts needed

· Additional sources need to be used

· Facts selected and content of letter do not really create a limited picture of a WWI experience



	War Experience

(T/I)

/8

	· Highly effective explanations are included
	· Considerably effective explanations are included
	· Moderately effective explanations are included
	· Explanations are not effective

	Style

(Comm)

/8
	· Spelling & grammar almost error free

· Sophisticated vocabulary and complex sentence structure used consistently


	· Very few errors with  spelling & grammar 

· Sophisticated vocabulary & complex sentence structure used most of the time


	· Moderate editing for spelling & grammar required

· Evidence of some attempt at using sophisticated vocabulary & complex sentence structure
	· Spelling & grammar require considerable editing

· Simple vocabulary & sentence structure used

	Quality of Finished Product

(App)

/8
	· Letter is highly reflective of task and time period studied

· Facts have been incorporated smoothly into writing


	· Letter reflects task and time period studied to a considerable degree

· Facts have been incorporated into writing in a fairly smooth manner


	· Letter is somewhat reflective of task and time period

· Facts are present but need to be more smoothly integrated into letter


	· Letter reflects task and time period studied to a limited degree

· Much more attention to smoothly incorporating facts into your letter necessary




Some WWI Vocabulary
	What it means now 
	What it meant then

	A friend is  a
	Comrade

	Friendship is
	Comradeship or fellowship

	A horse is
	Steed or charger

	The enemy is
	The foe, the host, the Hun, or Fritz

	Danger is
	Peril

	To conquer is to
	Vanquish

	To attack is to
	Assail

	To be brave is
	Plucky, staunch, gallant

	Bravery considered after the fact is
	Valour

	The dead on the battlefield are
	The fallen

	To be nobly enthusiastic is to be
	Ardent

	The front is
	The field

	Obedient soldiers are
	The brave

	Warfare is
	Strife

	Actions are
	Deeds

	To die is to
	Perish

	To show cowardice is to
	Swerve

	The draft notice is
	The summons

	To enlist is to
	Join the colours

	Cowardice results in
	Dishonour

	Not to complain is to be
	Manly

	To move quickly is to be
	Swift

	Nothing is
	Naught

	Nothing but is
	Naught, save

	To win is to
	Conquer

	One’s chest is one’s
	Breast

	Sleep is
	Slumber

	The objective of an attack is
	The goal

	A soldier is a 
	Warrior

	One’s death is one’s 
	Fate

	The sky is
	The heavens

	Things that glow or shine are
	Radiant

	The army as a whole is
	The legion

	What is contemptible is
	Base

	The legs and arms of young men are
	Limbs

	Dead bodies constitute 
	Ashes or dust

	The blood of young men is
	The red-sweet wine of youth


