Name: ________________________________________________________



Date: ______________________________
HISTORICAL METHOD - CRITICAL THINKING ASSIGNMENT

Comparing Then and Now:

Think about the reasons that people lived as they did in the past.  Think about why people live as they do today.  Then complete the sentences below, using your own ideas.

A.  Timeframe:  Ice Age (c. 50,000 ya)

1.  People of the Ice Age were always moving around because __________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Ice Age people made their homes in caves because ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Timeframe:  Early Farmers (c. 3000 BCE)
1.  Once people learned to farm, they could settle in one place because __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  People chose to farm land near rivers because ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Early towns were often circled by walls because ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

C.  Today:
1.  In many early civilizations, most people were farmers.  However, people do many different jobs today.  Fewer people work as farmers today because ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  We do not build walls around our cities today because _____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Even today, some of our largest cities are near rivers, lakes, or oceans.  That is because ___________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

TIME CAPSULE ASSIGNMENT
Someday, people will probably study our world and our civilization.  If you buried a metal box full of artifacts in your backyard, what 10 things would you include in the box?  Remember, an archeologist of the future will dig up your box.  Think about what you want to tell him or her about our world.
A.  List the items you wish to include in your box of artifacts (items):

1.  _________________________________
6.  ________________________________

2.  _________________________________
7.  ________________________________

3.  _________________________________
8.  ________________________________

4.  _________________________________
9.  ________________________________

5.  _________________________________
10.  _______________________________

B.  Explain why you chose 3 of the items on your list.  What does each item show about your world?

1.  I chose ___________________________ because it shows that _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  I chose ___________________________ because it shows that _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  I chose ___________________________ because it shows that _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

C.  Write a letter to an archeologist:

The 11th item in your box of artifacts will be a letter to an archeologist of the future.  Think about what you would say in the letter.  Your letter does not have to list each item you chose, but should rather communicate to the archeologist about the world you live in (i.e. what types of things do we value?  what is popular – music, fashion etc. government; economy; people …)  Write your letter on a separate sheet of paper – it should be approx  1 full page of lined paper without skipping lines (3/4 if typed).

Due date: ____________________________________________  

Rubric attached
