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TEACHER:

Mr. D. Harrison


ROOM: 144
COURSE:
CLU3M – Canadian Law, Grade 11, University/College
PREREQUISITE:
Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10,
                            
Academic or Applied
     
CURRICULUM:

Canadian and World Studies

           

     

CREDIT VALUE:   
1.0

Curriculum Document: The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 & 12, 2005 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/canworld1112curr.pdf
Textbooks:

All essential textbooks and resources will be provided to the student for use throughout the semester. Textbooks are the property of GECDSB and students will be responsible for lost or damaged resources.  Our course textbook is:

Blair, Annice, Costiniuk, William, O’Malley, Larry, and Alan Wasserman.  Law in Action: Understanding Canadian Law. 
Toronto: Prentice Hall, 2003.

Evaluation:

All assessment and evaluation practices are based on the Ministry of Education’s “Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 2010” document.

Learning Skills:
The provincial report card provides a record of the learning skills you demonstrate in this course under the following categories: Responsibility, Organization, Independent Work, Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Regulation.  Your performance in each of these skills will be reported separately except in cases where a specific learning skill is one of the expectations of the course. It should be noted that better achievement of the Learning Skills often corresponds to better academic achievement.

Determining a Grade:

Teachers will take into account various considerations before making a decision about the grade to enter on the report card. Determining a report card grade will involve teacher’s professional judgment and interpretation of evidence (conversations, observations, products) and should reflect the student’s most consistent level of achievement for each overall expectation, with special consideration given to more recent evidence.

Final Summative Evaluation:

All students will be required to complete a Final Summative Evaluation (FSE) in the last 6 weeks of the semester to be eligible for credit in this course.  Students will be provided with the resources/handouts required to successfully complete both of these components towards the end of the course.  The course FSE consists of:

1. Course Culminating Activity (Independent Study) (10% of overall mark) – TBA

· Information for this assignment will be posted on my website (www.mrharrisonshistorysite.weebly.com) at least 6 weeks prior to the end of the semester.

2. Final Cumulative Exam (20% of overall mark)

· This exam will be cumulative (incorporating material from the entire course), however, more heavily weighted towards the end of the course

· An outline/review will be available on my website approx. 2 weeks prior to the exam date
Curriculum Expectations and Assessment Opportunities:
	Strand/Unit of Study
	Overall Curriculum Expectations


	Possible Assessment Activities

	Unit 1: Our Legal Heritage
	explain what law is and why societies have laws, and describe the different categories of law;
	· quizzes

· assignments (Law in the News)
· performance tasks (Blog Topic #1 Looney Laws)
· major unit assessment: unit test and/or culminating activity

	
	analyse the contemporary impact of major historical developments in Canadian law;
	

	
	explain the law-making process in Canada, including how laws are developed, interpreted, applied, challenged, and enforced.
	

	Unit 2: Rights, Freedoms, and Responsibilities
	describe the sources of rights and freedoms in Canada and explain how particular rights and freedoms may conflict;
	· quizzes

· assignments (Filing a Human Rights Complaint)
· performance tasks

· major unit assessment: unit test and/or culminating activity

	
	describe historical and contemporary barriers to the equal enjoyment of human rights in Canada;
	

	
	describe the rights and freedoms enshrined in Canadian law and explain how they are interpreted, how they may be limited, and how they are enforced in Canada and in Ontario.
	

	Unit 3: Criminal Law and Procedures
	explain how a criminal offence is defined in Canada;
	· quizzes

· assignments (Police Report, Criminal Code Scavenger Hunt)
· performance tasks Blog 2: police officer visit 
· major unit assessment: unit tes12:02 PMt and/or culminating activity

	
	describe the processes, legal institutions, and methods involved in bringing a criminal case to trial and in resolving it;
	

	
	analyse the purposes of sentencing, including those relating to alternative methods of imposing sanctions or regulating behaviour;
	

	
	explain how the criminal law applies to young people.
	

	Unit 4: Civil Law and Dispute Resolution
	distinguish between private and public law;
	· quizzes

· assignments

· performance tasks

· major unit assessment: unit test and/or culminating activity

	
	describe the processes, legal institutions, and methods involved in bringing a civil dispute to trial and resolution;
	

	
	explain how the law applies to family matters;
	

	
	analyse the role of law as it applies to contractual obligations and claims for compensation for personal injury or loss;
	

	
	explain the dynamic nature of law, including the way in which it evolves in response to technology and changes in societal values.
	

	Curriculum Strand Methods of Legal Inquiry and Communication (woven into each unit of study)
	use appropriate research methods to gather, organize, evaluate, and synthesize information;
	· quizzes

· assignments

· performance tasks

· major unit assessment: unit test and/or culminating activity

	
	apply the steps in the process of legal interpretation and analysis;
	

	
	explain, discuss, and interpret legal issues using a variety of formats and forms of communication.
	


Teaching Strategies (include but not limited to):
· Address both what students learn and how well they learn.

· Are varied in nature, administered over a period of time, and designed to provide opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning.

· Ensure that each student is given clear directions for improvement.

· Promote students’ ability to assess their own learning and to set specific goals.

· Include the use of samples of students’ work that provide evidence of their achievement.

· Are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the school year or semester and at other appropriate points throughout the year.
Teaching Students with Diverse Educational Needs:
Classroom teachers are the key educators of students who have special education needs. At Essex District High School we believe:

· All students can succeed.

· Differentiated instruction is an effective means of meeting the learning or productivity needs of any group of students.

· Successful instructional practices are founded on evidence-based research, tempered by experience.

· Classroom teachers are key educators for a student’s literacy and numeracy development.

· Each student has his or her own unique patterns of learning.

· Classroom teachers need the support of the larger community to create a learning environment that supports students with special education needs.

· Fairness is not sameness.

In any given classroom, students may demonstrate a wide range of learning styles and needs. Teachers plan programs that recognize this diversity and give students performance tasks that respect their particular abilities so that all students can derive the greatest possible benefit from the teaching and learning process. 

Missing Evidence of Learning:
Students are responsible for:

· Providing evidence of their learning by completing all tests, demonstrations, projects, presentations and assignments to the best of their ability within established timelines.

· Using organizational and time management strategies to meet deadlines.

· Working collaboratively with their teachers to get extra help and support and manage their time when required.

· Ensuring that the evidence they provide is their own work, not the result of cheating or plagiarism.

If a student has not participated in learning activities in the classroom, and the teacher has not been able to evaluate the student through observations, conversations or student products, the teacher may not be able to evaluate student achievement of the overall expectations for a unit, subject or course. In such situations, the teacher will communicate with parents and seek the support of the student success team, student services and/or administration. In the case where a student is not attending, the school social worker will be involved. If, after strategies for support have been put in place and the student has still not demonstrated achievement of the overall expectations of a course, the teacher will use “Lower Limits” on the report card to indicate where the student is on the continuum of learning. Lower Limits are as follows:
42-49
Additional learning required. Focus on remediation, revision and completion. Recommend credit recovery or summer school.

30-42
Significant additional learning required. May require additional supports, interventions or changes to program. May need to repeat course.

25-30
Means a student has had no opportunity to demonstrate achievement of the overall expectations due to unique circumstances (student just joined course or has been ill).

I
Used for grades 9 & 10 only. Means a student has had no opportunity to demonstrate achievement of the overall expectations due to unique circumstances (student just joined course or has been ill).

0
No evidence of learning.
Academic Honesty

Honesty is one of the keys to personal success; it demonstrates respect for self and others and promotes a positive school atmosphere. Honesty is both a virtue and an expectation of our society and school environment. Our school’s academic policies are designed on the premise of “academic honesty.”    

Plagiarism is a form of cheating. The Ministry “Growing Success” document defines plagiarism as “the use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another without attribution, in order to represent them as one’s own original work.”  Plagiarism can occur in different ways including:

· Improper paraphrasing or paraphrasing without acknowledgement of the source;

· Quoting from a source without acknowledgement (copying);

· Cutting and pasting from an electronic source without acknowledgement, including graphic representations;

· Representing as his/her own a product that a student did not produce.

Consequences for initial incidents of academic dishonesty may include the following:

· Student/teacher conference

· Student/parent/teacher conference

· Confirmation of student understanding of academic honesty

· Completing the task under supervision

· Revising and resubmitting the task

Repeated actions of academic dishonesty will be treated as a violation of the code of conduct and will be referred to administration. The students and his/her parents will be made aware that this behaviour constitutes lying and/or theft and progressive discipline actions appropriate to these infractions will ensue. Ultimately, a mark of zero can be given for the product. Ministry of Education’s “Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 2010” document.

Classroom Activities
Beginning Class:

· Come prepared – you are responsible for bringing your own pens, pencils, textbooks and any other necessary equipment to every class (unless otherwise instructed.)

· Enter the class ready to learn – find your seat and wait for the learning activities to begin.

Ending Class:

· Students are to stay in a seat until the bell rings – please do not line up at the door, or gather around the room.

· Make sure you have checked the Assignment Board for any upcoming assignments, tests, or projects.

Food, Drinks, Electronic Devices and Other Items:

· Elecrtonic devices, while increasingly important in our daily lives, will only be tolerated in class if used appropriately.  CELL PHONES/IPODS SHOULD NOT BE USED DURING INSTRUCTIONAL TIME.  Once students are finished the day’s learning activities, only then should students be accessing their devices in class.  

· Please do not bring food or beverages (except water) to class.  There may be days where under teacher-direction, drinks or snacks are permitted.

· Make-up bags, compacts etc … are also not to be used in class

Late Policy:

· Being on time means being in the classroom before the teacher.  Students who enter the class after this time are subject to the late policy outlined in the Red Raider Student Planner.

· Any student entering the class up to 10 minutes after the bell will fill out a ‘Late to Class’ form found in the red sign-out binder.

Late Assignments Policy:

· Late assignments may be subject to a deduction of 5% per day.

· Teacher discretion will determine which assignments will be subject to the late policy

Absences:

· If you know in advance that you will be away, talk to the teacher to get your assignments ahead of time.

· If you have missed school due to an illness or prolonged absence, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to contact another student to get caught up on all work missed.  It is a good idea to have another student collect handouts and assignments for you while you are away.

· If you will be away for a test date, students must notify the teacher in advance and write the test before the scheduled test date.  This should take place at lunch the day before the scheduled test.

· If a student misses a test due to an unforeseen absence, that student will do the following:

· Bring in a note written to me from a parent/guardian explaining the reason for the absence, and that they are aware that you missed a test on that day.

· Show up in the morning before school starts the next day to hand this note in to me.

· Show up at lunch to room 224 this same day to write the test.

· NOTE:  failure to follow this policy may result in a mark of 0 on the test.  In cases of tragedy or emergency, the student and teacher will make alternate arrangements as necessary.

Washroom Breaks:

· While it is understandable in some cases to be released to go to the washroom, students should be aware that it is not the right of the student, but rather a privilege given.

· These breaks should not last much more than 3 minutes, and may be removed at any time at the teacher’s discretion if they are being abused.

· There is a sign-out book on the table at the front of the room that must be utilized.

Assessments and Evaluation:

· There may or may not be a formal test after every chapter or unit in this course.  There will be times where alternative forms of assessment will be utilized to determine your competence level, and to allow you to demonstrate your learning in a variety of ways.

· Written assignments, oral presentations, 3-D models, and group projects are but a few ways that you will be assessed this year.

· Mark breakdown:

· Assignments

30-40%

· Test and Quizzes
30-40%

· FSE


30%

Participation Inside and Outside of Class:

· It is expected that every student will participate in classroom discussions and activities.

· It is therefore expected that each member of the class demonstrate respect for the opinions of others at all times.

· Critical thinking is an excellent skill to build, and is another way of demonstrating your mastery of classroom concepts.

· Also, feel free to bring in outside articles and news items that might enrich the classroom environment.

Watching Videos:

· The use of videos/DVD’s in class is an integral component of this course.  Students are expected to be paying attention during this time, and to make note of any important details (aside and in addition to any questions sheet you may be given) that will benefit you in a future assessment.

Substitute Teachers:

· The rules and procedures of this class are always in effect, including times where I must be away from class.

· Students are expected to treat substitute teachers (EDHS staff or supply teachers) with the utmost respect and consideration.

· Reports are filed after each supply visit with names of students who were both helpful and hurtful to the learning environment that day.  If any problems do occur, they will be noted, and dealt with by me the following day.

Extra Help:

· I am available to any student who is struggling in the course, or is just in need of some basic clarification of course material.  Please do not hesitate to arrange an appointment with me at any time.

Final Tips for Success in Canadian Law:

· Attendance is critical – and directly related to your success in this course.

· Failure is not an option - so don’t even think it!

· Participation in class only enhances the learning environment…take an active role in your learning!

How to Stay Up-to-Date:
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	1.  Please visit my website to find any handouts/PowerPoint notes that you might miss while away:

www.mrharrisonshistorysite.weebly.com
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	2.  As well, this class will be set up with a Remind 101 account.  Remind 101 is a text message/email service that allows the teacher to communicate directly with students anonymously (test/due date reminders etc.).  No cell phone numbers or other personal information will be exchanged if you choose to subscribe to this service.

Text: _________________________

to the following number: ___________________________
or

Send an empty email to: ________________________________________________
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	3.  Follow me on Twitter for current events related to law, history, and other interesting topics…
@edhsharry


ESSEX DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL


Home of the Red Raiders








