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ESSEX DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL – SOCIAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT
Date:

September 2013




Teacher:  
Mr. D. Harrison

Department: 
Social Science and the Humanities


Credit Value: 
1.0



Prerequisite(s): 
Canadian History since World War I, Grade 10, Academic or Applied
Policy Documents

The Ontario Curriculum: Grades 11 and 12 Canadian and World Studies (2005)

Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools (2010)
	Description:

This course investigates the history of humanity from earliest times to the sixteenth century. Students will analyse diverse societies from around the world, with an emphasis on the political, cultural, and economic structures and historical forces that have shaped the modern world.  Students will apply historical inquiry, critical-thinking, and communication skills to evaluate the influence of selected individuals, groups, and innovations and to present their own conclusions.

Ministry Course Overall Expectations:

By the end of the course, students will:

• describe the changing characteristics of communities from earliest times to the sixteenth century;

• analyse the interaction between various societies from the time of the first communities to the sixteenth century.

• analyse the factors that contributed to the process of change from earliest times to the sixteenth century;

• analyse the factors that contributed to the maintenance of stability and continuity in a variety of societies from earliest times to the sixteenth century;

• demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which various individuals, groups, and events influenced changes in major legal, political, and military traditions before the sixteenth century;

• analyse the contributions of various individuals and groups to the development of arts, knowledge, religion, and technology prior to the sixteenth century;

• analyse changing concepts of authority and individual rights in different societies and periods prior to the sixteenth century.

• analyse the development and diversity of social structures in various regions of the world prior to the sixteenth century;

• use methods of historical inquiry to locate, gather, evaluate, and organize research materials from a variety of sources;

• communicate the results of historical inquiries, using appropriate terms and concepts and a variety of forms of communication.


	Course Units and Learning Goals:
Unit 1 –  The Journey to Civilization
· Definition of history and methods of historical inquiry
· Physical evolution from early to modern humans
· Development of society from hunter/gatherer to horticultural/pastoral and finally to agricultural
Unit 2 –  First Civilizations of the Near East: Mesopotamia and Egypt

· Government, law, religion, economy, art, technology, and social structure

· What the Mesopotamians did for us…
· Mysteries explained: pyramids, mummies, cuneiform and hieroglyphics 
· The great pharaohs of Egypt: Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms

· Influence of geography, religion, art and science
Unit 3 –  Mediterranean Civilizations: Greece and Rome
· Evolution of the first great democracy 
· Cultural legacy of ancient Greece: philosophy, mathematics, architecture, astronomy, medicine, and art
· Wars and conflicts: Persian Wars, Peloponnesian Wars, and Alexander the Great 
· Greek mythology, religion, and social structure
· Rise of the Roman Republic: government and expansion
· Collapse of the Roman Republic and the rise of the Roman Empire: causes, effects, personalities, conflicts and the Emperors of Rome 
· Wars and conflicts: the Punic Wars

· Emperor Constantine and the rise and spread of Christianity 

· Decline of the Roman Empire
Unit 4 –  European Civilization: The Middle Ages
· The continued spread and influence of Christianity
· Castles, cathedrals, lords and serfs under the feudal system
· Wars and conflicts: Battle of Hastings, the Crusades, the Hundred Years’ War, the Great Plague
· Moving towards democracy: the Magna Carta and parliament
· The ballad of Robin Hood



COURSE ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS/LEARNING GOALS
1. Explain how societies have evolved and responded to challenges (e.g. language, religion, trade and economics, climate)

2. Assess cause and effect relationships and understand change and continuity in history (e.g. Hammurabi’s code of Law, chronology, Socrates, military inventions)

3. Analyse the diversity and uniqueness of various political, economic and social structures (e.g. Ten Commandments, Athenian democracy, equal weights and measures, feudalism, code and measure)

4. Describe the influence of art, knowledge, religion and technology in the development of societies prior to the 16th century (e.g. Charlemagne, Egyptian tombs, Notre Dame Cathedral, aqueducts, Confucius)

5. Develop historical literacy (e.g. use historical inquiry process, think critically, communicate using a variety of styles and forms of expression)

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION
	Units of Study
	Possible Assessment Activities (subject to change)
	Materials & Learning Opportunities

	1.  The Journey to Civilization: Paleolithic and Neolithic Societies
	Chapter Questions                    

King Tut Murder Mystery        Unit Test


	Archaeological Article Study

Building Bodies – Primate

  Reconstruction
	Course Textbook

Library Resources

Computer/Internet

	2.  First Civilizations of the Near East: Mesopotamia & Egypt
	Chapter Questions                    Map Assignments

Primary Source Analysis

Role Play – Mesopotamian Idol
	Hieroglyphic/Cuneiform 

  Writing Assign.

Unit Test
	Course Textbook

Primary Sources

Library Resources

Computer/Internet

	3.  Mediterranean Civilizations: Greece & Rome
	Chapter Questions

Map Assignments

Primary Source Analysis

Historical Simulations/Role

  Play (Greek Myths)
	Roman Emperors Campaign  

  Activity

Unit Test
	Course Textbook

Primary Sources

Library Resources

Computer/Internet

	4.  European Civilization: Medieval Europe up to  the Renaissance
	Chapter Questions

Primary Source Analysis

Map Assignment

Medieval Code and Measure Activity
	Course Textbook

Primary Sources

Library Resources

Computer/Internet


Description of Assessment/Evaluation:
	70% of your learning will be assessed through:
	Formative and Summative Evaluations
	Possible assessment opportunities include:  research based movie review essay, oral presentations, tests and/or quizzes, document analysis, creative historical writing and more!

	30% of your learning will be assessed at the end of the course (last four weeks of the semester)through:
	Final Evaluation

15% Project
	CiviLEGACY Summative Assignment:

- connecting legacy and historical significance to modern day 

- combining a thematic scrapbook and hand-made artifact                                                                                        

	
	Final Evaluation

15% Exam
	Cumulative Exam (all units and expectations)

- up to 2.5 hours

	100% of your learning will be recorded as:
	Final Grade on Report Card


Your skills as a learner will be assessed in the way you demonstrate:

	Learning Skill “look- fors”

	Working Independently
	· accomplishes tasks independently

· regularly completes assignments on time and with care

	Teamwork
	· works willingly and cooperatively with others

· shows respect for the ideas and opinions of others in the group or class

	Organization
	· organizes work when faced with a number of tasks

· manages and uses time effectively and creatively

	Work Habits/Homework
	· puts forth a consistent effort

· follows directions and shows attention to details

	Initiative
	· demonstrates interest and curiosity about concepts, objects, and events

· seeks assistance when needed



Other Important Information
Beginning Class:

· Come prepared – you are responsible for bringing your own pens, pencils, textbooks and any other necessary equipment to every class (unless otherwise instructed.)

· Enter the class ready to learn – find your seat and wait for the learning activities to begin.

· Check out the following items: WORD OF THE DAY, QUOTE OF THE DAY, and TODAY IN HISTORY – you can learn something in the first minute of class!

Food, Drinks, Electronic Devices and Other Items:

· Absolutely no cell phones, MP3 Players, IPods, or any other electronic devices are to be on or visible during class – UNLESS TEACHER DIRECTED.

· Please do not bring food or beverages (except water) to class

Late Policy:

· Being on time means being in the classroom before the teacher.  Students who enter the class after this time are subject to the late policy outlined in the Red Raider Student Planner.

· Any student entering the class up to 10 minutes after the bell may be asked to fill out a ‘Late to Class’ form found in the red sign-out binder on the table in the front of the classroom.

Absences:

· If you know in advance that you will be away, talk to the teacher to get your assignments ahead of time.

· If you have missed school due to an illness or prolonged absence, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to contact another student to get caught up on all work missed.  It is a good idea to have another student collect handouts and assignments for you while you are away.

· If you will be away for a test date, students must notify the teacher in advance and write the test before the scheduled test date.  This should take place at lunch the day before the scheduled test.

· If a student misses a test due to an unforeseen absence, that student will do the following:

· bring in a note written to me from a parent/guardian explaining the reason for the absence, and that they are aware that you missed a test on that day.

· show up in the morning before school starts the next day to hand this note in to me.

· show up at lunch to room 224 this same day to write the test.

NOTE:  failure to follow this policy may result in a mark of 0 on the test.  In cases of tragedy or emergency, the student and teacher will make alternate arrangements as necessary.

Late Assignments Policy:

· Late assignments may be subject to a deduction of 5% per day.

· Teacher discretion will determine which assignments will be subject to the late policy
Academic Integrity:

· Cheating and Plagiarism are very serious offenses, and will not be tolerated in any assignment for evaluation.  Please refer to page 8 in the Student Handbook for a full description of school policy in these matters
Participation Inside and Outside of Class:

· It is expected that every student will participate in classroom discussions and activities.

· It is therefore expected that each member of the class demonstrate respect for the opinions of others at all times.

· Critical thinking is an excellent skill to build, and is another way of demonstrating your mastery of classroom concepts.

· Also, feel free to bring in outside articles and news items that might enrich the classroom environment.
Watching Videos:

· The use of videos/DVD’s in class is an integral component of this course.  Students are expected to be paying attention during this time, and to make note of any important details (aside and in addition to any questions sheet you may be given) that will benefit you in a future assessment.

Substitute Teachers:

· The rules and procedures of this class are always in effect, including times where I must be away from class.

· Students are expected to treat substitute teachers (EDHS staff or supply teachers) with the utmost respect and consideration.

· Reports are filed after each supply visit with names of students who were both helpful and hurtful to the learning environment that day.  If any problems do occur, they will be noted, and dealt with by me the following day.

Extra Help:

· I am available to any student who is struggling in the course, or is just in need of some basic clarification of course material.  Please do not hesitate to arrange an appointment with me at any time.

Final Tips for Success in CHW3M:

· Try, whenever possible, to place yourself in the shoes of our ancestors to gain greater insight into what made them ‘tick.’

· Attendance is critical – and directly related to your success in this course.

· Failure is not an option - so don’t even think it!

· Enjoy yourself – history is an adventure – find your niche and engage the past!

Communication outside of class hours
	Students and parents are welcome to contact me with any concerns or questions regarding this course. The best way to do that is through e-mail at david.harrison@publicboard.ca.   I am also available by school phone at 519-776-7344, where you are welcome to leave a message. 

For updates and communication regarding course assignments/tests/events, please sign up to follow our class on REMIND 101.  Using a mobile phone, simply text the message @997a0 to the following number: 438-800-2792.  An automated response will follow giving you the necessary instructions to sign up.
Finally – all assignments and most notes will be posted on my website: www.mrharrisonshistorysite.weebly.com under the CHW3M folder.  Students are also expected to become familiar with the Blogging feature on the website.  Click on our course tab, then ‘Blog’, and follow the instructions below each post.  All students will be expected to participate in this feature, as it may also be used for assessment and evaluation.  Your 1st post is ready; please respond before class tomorrow, Sept. 4.


Your Commitment
Please sign below to signify that you and a parent/guardian have read and understood all of the information provided above:

________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
Print name (first and last)





Parent/Guardian signature
_______________________________________________



Student signature






