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MAJOR EVENTS OF WWII


DIEPPE �





- Aug.19, 1942


- supposed to be a raid (quick hitter) to test the German defenses


- Cdns are chosen to lead the mission


- many things went wrong…landing crafts were late (daylight), Germans saw them coming


- 5000 Cdns involved, approx. 900 died, 500 wounded, and 2000 POW’s


- CANADA’S GREATEST DISASTER OF WWII





D-DAY �


		 


- June 6, 1944


- ‘Deliverance’ Day


- massive invasion – sea, air, land


- 15,000 involved


- Normandy, France


- 5 beaches – codenamed: Omaha, Utah, Gold, Sword, JUNO (Cdn.)


- very successful!  Germans caught by suprise





PEARL HARBOR





- Dec. 7, 1941


- Japanese surprise attack on U.S. naval base at Hawaii


- massive destruction to U.S. navy


- U.S. declares war on Japan


- Japan awoke ‘the sleeping giant’





MIRACLE OF DUNKIRK





- 300,000 Allied troops escape to Great Britain


- Germans had taken France…live to fight another day


- May, 1940


- war could have ended without this ‘miracle’…





OPERATION BARBAROSSA





- June, 1941


- Nazi invasion of USSR


- big gamble – Hitler lost


- bitter cold and fierce resistance drove Nazi’s back





HONG KONG �





- Dec. 1941


- Cdns asked to defend the British colony from Japan


- every Cdn captured or killed





BATTLE OF BRITAIN �





- July-Oct 1940


- all aerial battle


- Operation Sealion


- RCAF/RAF v. Luftwaffe


- major setback for Hitler – Britain holds them off


- Sir Winston Churchill – emotional leader (PM) of GB


- approx. 100 Cdns fought, 23 died





HIROSHIMA  �and NAGASAKI





- Aug. 6, 9, 1945


- 2 atomic bombs dropped on Japan by U.S.


- 3 days later, Japan surrendered


- massive casualties


- Nuclear Age is born











LIBERATION OF HOLLAND�





- April-May 1945


- Cdn.’s liberating northern countries after D-Day (ex. Belgium too)


- Nazi’s practiced ‘scorched Earth’ policy (burnt and destroyed upon retreat)


- Dutch people very appreciative of our efforts still today!





ITALIAN CAMPAIGN �





- 1943


- Cdn’s invaded Sicily, worked up through Italy


- long, hard battles along the way – ex. Ortona


- very successful





BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC �





- throughout the war


- Cdn merchant and navy ships providing supplies to Great Britain across the Atlantic


- ‘convoy system’ – merchant (supply ships) being protected by the navy


- BLACK PIT – area where uboats sank most ships


- major Cdn contribution








